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for the post of ridingmaster. The final decision rested, of course, with the commanding officer, and he selected the other man. I was not sorry, as I had neither the desire nor natural ability to become an expert in equitation.
A more congenial post was given me in the summer of 1879, when I was ordered one day, on return to barracks from a long morning's drill on the Downs, to parade in " marching order " by three o'clock to proceed to Chatham in charge of three men detailed as mounted orderlies at the headquarters of the Chatham district. It was already past noon, but by the appointed hour my detachment was on parade, and we pushed on as quickly as our tired horses would permit, passing through Lewes and Uckfield, and reaching our first halting-place, Maresfield, about half-past seven in the evening. The only available accommodation was a small farmstead occupied by an irascible old lady who flatly refused to have anything to do with us, and consequently I had to ride on for another two miles to a police station and obtain the requisite authority compelling her to take us in. This brought her to her senses, and by the time we had groomed our horses and made them comfortable for the night, about ten o'clock, she had prepared for us an excellent supper to which we did full justice, having had no food since our meagre breakfast at seven o'clock in the morning.
Next day we made Tonbridge, where we were fortunate in at once securing good billets, gooseberry pudding being a highly-appreciated feature of the menu. The local members of the Kent Yeomanry showed us welcome hospitality in the evening.
The following day we reached Chatham, wet to the skin, and were attached to a company of the army service corps for quarters and rations. It was at Chatham, while holding this, my first independent command, that I made the acquaintance of the late Sir Evelyn Wood.
The views I held about my mission are shown in a letter I wrote home :
all things into r.rvnsiflpiralion it is ffoorl to ha.vfio be very heinous, for a few months after it occurred I was one of two non-commissioned officers in the regiment recommended to go through a twelve months' course at the riding establishment at Canterbury, in order to qualifyP
